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Table 3 Commonwealth Mitigation Measures 

Cth MM Requirement Document Reference 

Biodiversity Vehicles and plant should not block fire trails. This Document 
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1 INTRODUCTION 
The Sydney Intermodal Terminal Alliance (SIMTA) received approval for the construction and 
operation of Stage 1 of the Moorebank Precinct East (MPE) Project, comprising an Intermodal (IMT) 
Facility including a rail link (Package 1) and Import Export (IMEX) Terminal (Package 2) on 12 
December 2016 (SSD 6766). The construction and operation of the associated rail link was subject to 
an appeal in September 2017 (Appeal Number 2017/00081889). The approval was upheld and the 
revised Conditions of Consent (CoC) were released on 13 March 2018.    

This strategy has been established to demonstrate the contractor’s approach to bushfire 
management. 

This Bushfire Management Strategy (BMS) addresses the relevant requirements of the Project 
Approvals, including the EIS, Submissions Report and Minister’s Conditions of Consent (CoC), and all 
applicable guidelines and standards specific to the management of bushfire during construction of the 
Project 

1.1 Background and Scope 
The MPE Project site is located approximately 27 kilometres (km) south-west of the Sydney Central 
Business District (CBD) and approximately 26 km west of Port Botany and includes the former Defence 
National Storage and Distribution Centre (DNSDC) site.  

The MPE Project involves the development of an intermodal facility, including warehouse and 
distribution facilities, rail link, freight village (ancillary site and operational services), stormwater, 
landscaping, servicing and associated works on the eastern side of Moorebank Avenue, Moorebank. It 
is to be developed in three key stages:  

Stage 1 - Construction of the IMT  
Stage 2 - Construction of warehouse and distribution facilities  
Stage 3 - Extension of the IMT and completion of warehouse and distribution facilities. 
  
Stage 1 of the MPE Project comprises, and will be constructed across, two packages: 

 Package 1: The Rail Link (not included within this BMS) includes a connection to the IMEX, and 
traverses across Moorebank Avenue, Anzac Creek and Georges River prior to connecting to the 
Southern Sydney Freight Line (SSFL) (refer to Figure 1).  

 Package 2: The IMEX (subject of this BMS) includes the following key components: 
o Truck processing, holding and loading areas - entrance and exit from Moorebank Avenue 
o Rail loading and container storage areas – installation of four rail sidings with adjacent 

container storage area serviced by manual handling equipment initially and overhead 
gantry cranes progressively  

o Administration facility and associated car parking- light vehicle access from Moorebank 
Avenue.  

 Removal of the Disused Rail Spur (DURS) and rehabilitation of the land containing the DURS as 
required by CoC C23B of the MPE Stage 1 Consent (as amended by the court decision on 13 
March 2018). 

The layout of the IMEX generally comprises operational areas, an administration area, rail sidings, 
utilities and drainage infrastructure, landscaping and signage. The operational areas of the IMEX 
consists of the primary and secondary container loading / unloading areas and container storage areas, 
and the truck holding area. Within these areas containers will be stacked up to five high.  

1.1.1 Removal of Disused Rail Spur 

As a result of the NSW Land and Environment Court Order of 13 March 2018, the MPE Stage 1 
Consent was amended to include the removal of the DURS as CoC 23B.The DURS removal works 
involve the removal of the DURS and associated infrastructure, followed by the remediation and 
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rehabilitation of the DURS footprint. Remediation of the site will be covered by the existing “Boot 
Land” Environmental Management Plan (EMP) prepared by GHD and dated May 2016. This EMP 
includes procedures for managing unexpected finds, water and sediment monitoring, reporting and 
record keeping. 

 
Management measures in this BMS are considered appropriate to manage the DURS construction 
activities. 
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1.4 Context of the Report 
This BMS is site specific pertaining to construction of MPE Stage 1 Package 2 (IMEX Terminal), and 
should be read in conjunction with the final and approved Contractor’s Emergency Response Plan 
(CERP) to be developed and approved prior to commencement, and other related studies including 
Appendix W of the MPE Stage 1 Environmental Impact Statement. 

 It should be noted that the final approved CERP will prescribe all emergency response procedures, 
based on hazards and risk identified within the Risk Assessment (Contractor), and where any conflict 
or confusion arises with this BMS, the Construction Emergency Response Plan (CERP) shall apply. 
This BMS will be revised and updated immediately upon completion of the CERP to ensure 
compliance and conformance with overall emergency response management. 

1.5 Interface with other Plans & Requirements 
This BMS is to be read in conjunction with the Construction Emergency Response Plan, Construction 
Project Management Plan, Construction Environmental Management Plan, Urban Design Landscape 
Plan and the Construction Health & Safety Management Plan. 

1.6 Access 
Access to the Project would be to and from Moorebank Avenue, as detailed within the Construction 
Traffic and Access Management Plan, and Environmental Control Plan(s) (Appendix Q of the CEMP). 

The main construction compound will be accessed and egressed directly to and from Moorebank 
Avenue via internal haul roads through the Project site. The compound will utilise the existing main 
central entrance (from Moorebank Avenue) and transition to use of the proposed main entrance (from 
Moorebank Avenue) once this has been constructed. An emergency access point has been 
nominated to the south of the site (figure 3).  All construction site offices will be accessible via these 
access roads which will be suitable for firefighting appliances such as NSW Rural Fire Service 
category 1 tankers. 
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2 ENVIRONMENTAL OBLIGATIONS 
Table 1 details project condition requirements related to bushfire. A full legislation register is provided 
in Appendix M of the CEMP.  

The following outlines relevant legislation and guidelines applicable to bushfire management on this 
project which have been considered in the development of this strategy: 

 Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979  
o Section 79C(1) 
o Section 79BA 

 Rural Fires Act 1997 
 Liverpool Local Environmental Plan 2008 
 Planning for Bush Fire Protection (PBP) – NSW RFS 2006 
 Australian Standards AS3959-2009 – Construction in Bushfire Prone Areas 
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3 EXISTING ENVIRONMENT 
The Project has been assessed in the EIS as having a low bushfire risk, having been designed to 
ensure compliance with Planning for Bushfire Protection (PBP).  However, bushfire risk is most likely 
to arise from the large area of native vegetation contained on the Commonwealth land adjoining the 
Project to the east and south. This vegetation is mapped as ‘Vegetation Category 1’ bushfire prone 
land (Liverpool City Council 2014). 
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Figure 2 Bushfire Prone Land Map and Emergency Assembly Point 
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4 ASPECTS AND IMPACTS  
Both on-site and off-site sources which have the potential to ignite a bushfire. The bushfire may result 
in significant social, economic and ecological impacts on the Project and surrounding environment. 
External sources of ignition include:  

 Deliberate burning of bushland  
 Car dumping  
 Discarded cigarette butts  
 Illegal burning 
 Lightning strike 

Activities associated with undertaking the Project may have the potential to cause ignition of bushfires 
as detailed below:  

 Hot works 
 Vehicle exhaust 
 Idling of vehicles on vegetated areas 
 Sparks or flame sources such as grinders and welders  
 Stockpiles of vegetation such as mulch 
 Site staff discarded cigarette butts.  

The impacts of the above include: 

 Damage to site facilities, property and equipment 
 Increased risk of safety to site staff, local residents and businesses and the environment 
 Damage/destruction of threatened species 
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7 COMPLIANCE MANAGEMENT 

7.1 Roles and Responsibilities 
All roles and responsibilities are detailed in Section 10.1 of the CEMP.  Further to this, the 
management measures outlined in Table 3 detail personnel responsible for undertaking specific 
actions.  

7.2 Training 
All site personnel shall undergo site specific induction training, which will include bushfire 
management.  Toolbox meetings will also be undertaken as and when required. 

7.3 Monitoring, Auditing and Reporting 
Monitoring, auditing and reporting will be undertaken in accordance with the CEMP.  Audits and 
inspections will assess the effectiveness of the environmental controls and compliance with this this 
BMS and conditions.  

7.4 Non-compliances, Non-conformance and Actions 
It is the responsibility of all site personnel to report non-compliances and non-conformances to the 
Site Supervisor and/or the Contractor’s EM. 

Non-compliances, non-conformances and corrective and preventative actions will be managed in 
accordance with Section 9.2.1 of the CEMP. 

7.5 Review and Improvement 
Continuous improvement of this strategy will be achieved by the ongoing evaluation of environmental 
management performance against regulatory environmental policies, legislative requirements, 
SIMTA’s Environmental Policy, Project objectives and targets for identifying opportunities for 
improvement.  

The continuous improvement process is designed to:  

 Identify areas of opportunity for improvement of environmental management and performance.  
 Determine the cause or causes of non-conformances and deficiencies.  
 Develop and implement a plan of corrective and preventative action to address any non-

conformances and deficiencies.  
 Verify the effectiveness of the corrective and preventative actions.  
 Document any changes in procedures resulting from process improvement.  
 Make comparisons with objectives and targets.  

Any revisions to the BMS will be in accordance with the process outlined in Section 1.6 of the CEMP.  
A copy of the updated plan and changes will be distributed to all relevant stakeholders in accordance 
with the approved document control procedure. 

This strategy will be reviewed annually as a minimum but may be updated more regularly depending 
on process changes and refinements. 
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