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• Biobanking Agreement for biobank site BA341 

• MPW Concept Plan and Early Works Supplementary RtS Biodiversity Offset 

Strategy (Parsons Brinckerhoff 2015) 

• MPE Stage 1 Biodiversity Offset Strategy (Arcadis 2017a) 

• MPE Stage 1 Threatened Flora Species Management Plan (Arcadis 2017b) 
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2 MPW PROJECT IMPACTS 

2.1 Avoid, minimise and mitigate 

This section describes how the potential impacts to threatened species and ecological 

communities from of the MPW project have been avoided and minimised. 

2.1.1 Stage 1 Early Works  

The scope of the MPW Stage 1 Early Works Package was originally designed to 

avoid all impacts to threatened species and ecological communities, aside from what 

is required for early works. Adequate protection of these values (such as temporary 

fencing and no-go zones) was implemented prior to the commencement of Early 

Works. To date, no impacts to threatened species or ecological communities have 

been required for Early Works.  

2.1.2 MPW Stage 2 

Section 8.1 of the MPW Stage 2 Response to Submissions BAR (MPW Stage 2 BAR) 

(Arcadis 2019) details the measures that have been undertaken to avoid and 

minimise impacts to biodiversity during site selection and planning. In summary, early 

identification of ecological constraints (including threatened species and ecological 

communities) enabled the avoidance and minimisation of impacts to biodiversity 

values through adjustments to the operational site layout.  

2.2 MPW Residual Impacts 

This section describes the unavoidable impacts to threatened ecological communities 

(TECs) and threatened species associated with the MPW Project. 

2.2.1 Stage 1 Early Works 

Although permitted for the purpose of Early Works, no threatened species or 

communities (listed under the EPBC Act or otherwise) have been cleared to date for 

Early Works. An exclusion zone was established around the threatened species and 

communities on site. The pre-construction and construction works for the Early Works 

package are still on-going but have not resulted in impacts to threatened species or 

TECs to date. In accordance with the FBA (OEH 2014b) offset thresholds, biodiversity 

offsets are not currently required for the MPW Early Works Package.  

If impacts to EPBC-listed TECs or species become likely as a result of Early Works, 

they will be offset prior to the impact taking place and in accordance with Section 3.  

Accordingly, this stage of MPW is not considered further within this BOSaMP.  

2.2.2 MPW Stage 2 – Commencement of construction 

MPW Stage 2 received NSW Development Consent on 11 November 2019. The 

impacts presented below are based on the current design, as presented in the MPW 

Stage 2 updated RtS BAR (Arcadis 2019). Minor savings or encroachments may 

eventuate through detailed design or following pre-clearing surveys. This MPW EPBC 

BOSaMP has be prepared in a way that would allow for these minor alterations to be 

captured (see Section 3.7). Construction associated with Stage 2 cannot commence 

until this BOSaMP is approved by the Commonwealth Minister for the Environment.  
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3 MPW PROJECT OFFSETS 

A BOS was prepared as a part of the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) (Parsons 

Brinckerhoff 2015) (hereinafter referred to as the MPW Concept BOS) and updated 

for the RtS (and supplementary RtS) for MPW Concept Approval. The MPW Concept 

BOS introduced the concept of incorporating an offset area into the Moorebank 

Precinct for the purpose of generating biodiversity offsets for the Moorebank Precinct. 

The details of this biobank site are provided in Section 3.1 below. 

3.1 Moorebank Precinct biobank site 

The Moorebank Precinct biobank site (BA 341) (hereinafter referred to as the BA 341 

biobank site) is comprised of three biodiversity offset areas, as outlined in Figure 3. 

The three offset areas include: 

• Wattle Grove Offset Area – management to maintain or improve the condition of 

vegetation and habitat of TECs (approximately 73.81 hectares) within part of the 

eastern portion of Lot 4 DP 1197707 (the Boot land) east of Moorebank Avenue, 

which adjoins the East Hills Railway Line to the south, land owned by the SIMTA 

consortium to the northwest, and the residential area of the Wattle Grove to the 

east. 

• Moorebank Offset Area – Georges River riparian zone: restoration and 

management of the Georges River riparian zone (approximately 32.3–38.6 

hectares) including the eastern side of the river corridor from approximately 300 

metres south of the M5 Motorway for a length of approximately 2.5 km south of the 

East Hills Railway Line within part of Lot 1 DP 1197707 and part of Lot 100 DP 

1049508. 

• Casula Offset Area (also referred to as the ‘hourglass land’): restoration and 

management of vegetation within part of Lot 4 DP 1130937 which is an irregular 

shaped allotment (approximately 3.2 hectares) on the western side of the Georges 

River. 

 

The BA341 Biobank site is currently being managed in accordance with the executed 

Biobanking agreement and Management Action Plan (WSP 2018). 
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3.2 EIS Biodiversity Offset Strategy 

The offset strategies that were proposed in the MPW Concept BOS included the 

consideration of both on-site and off-site offset sites or local area schemes that 

contribute to the long-term conservation of threatened species and communities. The 

offset strategies that were chosen for the MPW Project included a combination of: 

• On-site offsets – securely conserving and improving the condition of existing 

riparian habitat or providing a buffer to an area of existing habitat within the Project 

site; 

• Off-site offsets – securing and improving the condition of existing habitats at other 

sites in the immediate locality of the Project site; and 

• Purchase of biodiversity credits under the NSW Biobanking Scheme. 

At the time of preparation of the MPW Concept BOS, the potential Moorebank 

Precinct offset areas were subject to ongoing review and refinement. Subsequently, 

the BA341 Biobanking Agreement has been executed and there is now certainty 

regarding the yield of biobanking credits. This MPW EPBC BOSaMP has used this 

increased certainty to consider offsetting options in more detail than was previously 

available. 

Condition 14 (a)  of the EPBC CoA that this MPW EPBC BOSaMP must be consistent 

with the biodiversity offsets strategy provided at Appendix E to the finalised EIS 

(Table 2). The MPW Concept BOS (Parsons Brinckerhoff 2015) concludes that: 

The proposed biodiversity offset strategy consists of a dual direct offset approach 

including offsets both within and outside the Project site to achieve an improved 

conservation outcome combining the long-term protection and/or enhancement of 

existing habitat in moderate to good condition with the restoration, rehabilitation and 

re-establishment of habitat in moderate condition. 

The offset strategy proposed in this MPW EPBC BOSaMP is consistent with a dual 

direct offset approach since the majority of offsets required for impacts to EPBC Act 

listed TECs and Threatened species will be sourced from the BA341 biobank site and 

the shortfall will be made up by credits from off-site sources. Further details of exactly 

how this dual direct offset approach will be implemented are provided in Section 3.3 

below. 

3.3 Delivery of offsets 

This section details how the EPBC Act listed TEC and threatened species offset 

requirement will be delivered, in accordance with the NSW Biodiversity Offsets Policy 

for Major Projects (OEH 2014a) and FBA (OEH 2014b). The preferred mechanism is 

the retirement of matching credits generated by the BA341 biobank site, followed by 

matching credits available from offsite offset areas (if required). 

3.3.1 BA 341 biobanking credits 

The biodiversity offset requirement for MPW Stage 2 (detailed in Table 4 and Table 5, 

Figure 1 and Figure 2 above) will be partially satisfied through the retirement of credits 

being generated by the BA341 biobank site. Table 6 and Table 7 outline how the 

credits being generated by the BA341 biobank site will be allocated to the MPW Stage 

2 project and where there will be a shortfall of credits for EPBC Act listed TECs and 

threatened species. 









Moorebank Precinct West (SSD-5066) 

23 

3.6 Timeframes for offset package delivery 

The biodiversity impacts associated with the MPW Project that require offsets to be 

secured (in accordance with the FBA) are a part of the MPW Stage 2 Project. SSD 

7709 Condition of Consent B157 states that ‘prior to any impact on the species to be 

offset, the Applicant must retire biodiversity credits’. As such, offsets will be secured 

prior to relevant impact under Early Works or subsequent stages taking place and 

prior to commencement of construction. 

3.7 Management of changes in biodiversity impacts 

MPW Stage 2 has been approved and the biodiversity offsets that are required are 

documented in Condition of Consent B157. Notwithstanding, minor alterations to 

biodiversity impacts through detailed design mean that the quantum of offsets that are 

presented in this BOSaMP are subject to change. During construction, it is possible 

that minor design alterations and refinements to be made which can result in both 

minor savings and minor encroachments. Such alterations would have an effect on 

the final deficit and surplus values for each credit. These changes are typically 

identified and documented during pre-clearing surveys, particularly for threatened 

species. 

It is anticipated that potential changes could be managed through the surplus of 

credits that will be generated by the BA341 biobank site, or by the purchase of 

additional off-site credits (see Section 3.3.2). 
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4 SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 

This MPW EPBC BOSaMP has identified that a dual direct offset approach is the 

most appropriate means of securing the required credits. This approach is consistent 

with the Concept Plan BOS (Parsons Brinckerhoff 2015) and includes the use of 

credits being generated by the BA341 biobank site, both of which are key elements of 

CoA 14. The majority of the required credits will be sourced from the BA341 biobank 

site.  

Following an unexpected find of Koala in the Wattle Grove Offset Area, targeted 

surveys on the MPW site detected Koala scats in the south-east of the MPW site. In 

accordance with OEH advice, based on recent studies, that all vegetation 

communities occurring on shale-influenced soils should be considered to represent 

‘high value habitat’ for Koalas, all native vegetation communities occurring within the 

MPW Site have been mapped within a Koala species polygon. Whilst there are no 

additional impacts associated with the MPW Stage 2 proposal, as a result of this find, 

Koala offsets are now being provided in accordance with the FBA. These areas will be 

offset with like-for-like species credits. 

This BOSaMP has identified that there will be a shortfall of ME003 Hard-leaved 

Scribbly Gum - Parramatta Red Gum heathy woodland ecosystem credits and Koala 

species credits. Like-for-like credits have been purchased for both of these from 

offsite sources. These credits are now available to retire.  

The BA341 biobank site will be managed in accordance with the BA341 Biobanking 

Agreement and associated Management Action Plan. This management action plan 

provides for the revegetation, restoration and control of weeds across the BA341 

biobank site, including within the Georges River riparian corridor. This active 

management will commence following the execution of the biobank agreement and 

retirement of a requisite number of credits.  

The submission (and subsequent approval) of this MPW EPBC BOSaMP is taken to 

document the satisfaction of CoA 14 of the EPBC Approval. The biodiversity impacts 

associated with MPW that require offsets are a part of the MPW Stage 2 Project. SSD 

7709 Condition of Consent B157 states that ‘prior to any impact on the species to be 

offset, the Applicant must retire biodiversity credits’.  Biodiversity credits will therefore 

be retired prior to impacts to the corresponding threatened species and ecological 

communities taking place.  
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